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SUBJECT: RELEASE OP KAGNEW TWO: USG REPLY TO EPMG PRESS STATEMENT 

REF: ADDIS ABABA 331, ADDIS ABABA 332, ADDIS ABABA 363 

1. HERE FOLLOWS PROPOSED TEXT OF LETTER AMB WOULD SEND TO 
EPMG PONMIN KIPLE ON ABOVE SUBJECT. REQUEST DEBT'S APPROVAL 
OR COMMENT SOONEST. 

BEGIN TEXT 

DEAR MR. MINISTER: 

I WRITE IN CONNECTION WITH YOUR GOVERNMENT'S 
PRESS RELEASE OP JANUARY 10 CONCERNING STATEMENTS IN THE 
U.S. PRESS. YOU WILL RECALL THAT I HAVE ALREADY MADE MY 
VIEWS KNOWN TO YOU ORALLY. THE POLLOWING ARE THE VIEWS THAT 
MY GOVERNMENT HAS NOW ASKED ME TO CONVEY. 

THERE ARE TWO AREAS OF CRITICISM OF THE US GOVT 
CONTAINED IN THAT RELEASE. 

THE PIRST CONCERNS A STATEMENT MADE BY THE 
CONPIDENTIAL 

CONPIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 ADDIS 00533 I7I052Z 

DEPARTMENT OP STATE IN WASHINGTON CONPIRMING THAT TWO 
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AMERICANS WHO HAD BEEN KIDNAPPED IN ERITREA HAD BEEN 
RET .RASED. THE PRESS RELEASE, USING INTEMPERATE LANGUAGE 
SUCH AS "SHAMELESSLY MISINTERPRETING" AND "DELIBERATE ATTEMPT 
AT A SMEAR CAMPAIGN", CRITICIZES THE STATE DEPARTMENT EOR 
ITS CONEIRMATION THAT THE TWO AMERICANS HAD BEEN RELEASED. 

IT ALSO ASSERTS THAT THERE IS A CONNECTION BETWEEN THAT 
STATE DEPARTMENT CONEIRMATION AND THE OAU CONEERENCE ON 
ANGOLA. MY GOVERNMENT OBIECTS BOTH TO THE LANGUAGE USED 
IN THE PRESS RELEASE AND TO THE SUBSTANCE OP THE ALLEGATION. 

THERE WAS NO CONNECTION WHATEVER BETWEEN THE OAU MEETING AND 
THE STATE DEPARTMENT STATEMENT. IN A DEMOCRACY SUCH AS OURS 
THERE IS NO WAY TO AVOID CONEIRMATION OP AN EVENT THAT HAD 
ALREADY COME TO THE ATTENTION OP THE PRESS. TO IMPLY 
OTHERWISE IS TO MISINTERPRET THE PACTS. 

THE SECOND AREA OP CRITICISM INVOLVES A TIME 
MAGAZINE STORY THAT SAYS THAT THE U.S. 

GOVT HAD "PERSUADED 

ETHIOPIA TO HOLD OPE RECOGNITION" OP THE MPLA. MY GOVT 
KNOWS THAT THAT IS NOT AN ACCURATE STATEMENT, AND WE REGRET 
ITS PUBLICATION. WE HAVE NO KNOWLEDGE OP WHY TIME MAGAZINE 
PUBLISHED IT; IT IS OBVIOUSLY NOT IN THE INTEREST OP 
EITHER THE U.S. GOVT OR THE PROVISIONAL MILITARY GOVT OP 
SOCIALIST ETHIOPIA EOR SUCH A MISSTATEMENT TO APPEAR. YOUR 
GOVT WILL KNOW THAT MY GOVT DOES NOT EXERCISE CONTROL 
OVER THE PRIVATELY OPERATED MEDIA IN THE U.S., AND 
THAT WE CANNOT BE RESPONSIBLE EOR WHAT THOSE 
MEDIA PUBLISH. 

IP ASKED TO DO SO, WE COULD HAVE DENIED THE TRUTH 
OP THE TIME STATEMENT. 

HOWEVER, YOUR GOVT CHOSE NOT TO 

CONSULT WITH MY GOVT IN ANY WAY BEPORE PUBLISHING ITS 
PRESS RELEASE. WE HOPE THAT IN PUTURE THERE COULD BE 
SUCH CONSULTATION BEPORE SUCH STATEMENTS ARE ISSUED, AND 
THAT THE LANGUAGE OP PUTURE RELEASES COULD BE MORE IN 
CONPORMITY BOTH WITH ACCEPTED INTERNATIONAL PRACTICES, AND 
WITH THE PRIENDLY RELATIONS THAT WE HOPE EXIST BETWEEN OUR 
TWO COUNTRIES. 
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SINCERELY, 

ARTHUR W. HUMMEL END TEXT 

2. COMMENT: WE HAVE RESISTED TEMPTATION TO INSERT THOUGHT, WHICH IS 
A PACT, THAT NO ONE IN EPMG HAS YET EXPRESSED IN ANY WAY SATISPACTION 
THAT THE TWO KIDNAPPEES WERE RELEASED. LOCAL MEDIA, INCIDENTALLY, HAS 
PERSISTED IN REPERRING TO SUBSTANCE OP PRESS RELEASE EVEN ALTER 
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MY ORAL 

PROTEST (ADDIS 331). BOTH AMHARIC AND ENGLISH LANGUAGE PAPERS JAN 13 
CARRIED CRITICAL EDITORIALS AND TELEVISION REHASHED STATEMENT 
EVENING JAN 12. 

HUMMEL 


CONEIDENTIAL 
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